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THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES of the Meeting of Thorverton Parish Council held at the Memorial Hall, Silver St, 
Thorverton on Tuesday 10th June at 7:30pm. 
 

PRESENT     ABSENT 
Cllr Stuart Crang    None  

Cllr Andrew Foster   
Cllr John Hodge  
Cllr Stephanie Shelton     IN ATTENDANCE: 
Cllr Graham Sims     District Cllr Steve Keable 
Cllr Bryanna Uglow    One member of the public 
Cllr Andy Price  (Vice-Chairman)  Jim Roberts (Clerk and RFO)    
    

1      Election of  Chair 
No Cllr came forward to be Chair at this point in the meeting (see para 11.1 below).  
Council RESOLVED to ask Cllr Crang to chair this meeting.   
Prop Cllr Shelton  Sec Cllr Foster 
 
2 Declarations of Interest   
Cllr Uglow is the nominated Councillor on the Thorverton Memorial Hall committee. 
Cllr Foster is the Chairman of the Thorverton Community Land Trust Board on which Cllr 
Uglow is the Parish Council’s nominated Board member.  Cllr Hodge declared he was a 
member of TCLT. 
 
3     Apologies    
None. 
 
4      Public Open Session    
No issues were raised. 
 
5     Minutes   
The minutes for May will be approved at the next meeting. 

 
6  External Reports    
6.1   County Councillor 
Council thanked C/Cllr Keable for his written report and discussed some ongoing DCC 
matters in the Parish.  Council will provide C/Cllr Keable with a list of ongoing issues. 
6.2   District Councillor    
D/Cllr Roberts had sent apologies that he could not attend and offered his assistance 
with any District Council matters.  
6.3   Saturday Market 
There has not been a Saturday Market since the last meeting. 
 
 
 

7 Planning, Consultations and Events 
7.1  Planning Decisions 
7.1.1  25/00464/HOUSE  57 Silver St  2 storey side extension  APPROVED 
Council NOTED this decision. 
7.2  Planning Applications 
7.2.1  25/00690/CLU  Perry Barn, Perry Farm  Certificate Lawfulness for 
dwelling 
Council RESOLVED to make no comment on this application.   
Prop Cllr Hodge   Sec Cllr Price 
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7.2.2  25/00709/FULL  Thorverton Cricket Club  New cricket pavilion 
Council RESOLVED to support this application.  Prop Cllr Shelton Sec Cllr Uglow  
7.2.3  25/00539/HOUSE  Bell Cottage, The Bury  Erection of a porch  
Council RESOLVED to make no comment on this application.  
Prop Cllr Hodge Sec Cllr Price 
7.2.4  25/00748/CLU  Overshed EX5 5PS  Certificate Lawfulness for dwelling 
Council RESOLVED to make no comment on this application. 
Prop Cllr Hodge Sec Cllr Price 
7.3  Consultations 
7.3.1  Thorverton Pre-School  Change of leadership 
Council NOTED this change but had no comments to make. 
7.4  Events 
7.4.1  Armed Forces Day Event at MDDC 
Unfortunately no Councillors are available to attend this event. 
7.4.2  Planning Training 
Cllr Uglow and the clerk will attend this training online and other Councillors will advise 
the clerk if they wish to attend. 
 
8      Projects 
8.1  New Cemetery    
Council noted the Cemetery Working Group’s report and received advice that there was 
now some urgency as the Church’s plots are nearly full (only two left with a possibility 
that it could be one after a recent village bereavement). 
The Working Group confirmed that the entrance to the road is the same as the original 
planning application but the one onto the footpath will be moved a few metres because 
this will best fit the internal layout. The clerk was urged to submit the planning application 
and he asked for an outline plan.  Council RESOLVED to ask the clerk to obtain an 
outline plan and submit the planning application. Prop Cllr Price  Sec Cllr Hodge    
Council thanked the Working Group for the two plans submitted and discussed various 
aspects of the internal layout.   It is planned that entire area will not be consecrated to 
allow for a spoil area for the gravediggers.  The working group is encouraged to finalise 
the plans as they think best.  Council is grateful to Cllr Price for offering to survey for 
cables if he can obtain the equipment 
8.2  Subscription to Rural Services Network 
Cllr Price felt that the funding details provided by RSN have been useful.   
Council RESOLVED to not subscribe at this time but use the free email & the RSN 
website for 6 months and review in January when the precept and budget are set. 
Prop Cllr Foster   Sec Cllr Uglow 
8.3  Food Truck in the Quarry Car Park 
The clerk had been contacted about a food truck and had told the proprietors that 
permission couldn’t be obtained before their planned date.  The truck that was 
advertising a visit on Facebook did use the Quarry Car Park but it is not known if it is the 
same people.   
Council PROPOSED that food trucks would be allowed in the car park. 
Prop Cllr Price   Sec Cllr Shelton  Voting:  For Cllrs Price, Shelton & Sims    
Against Cllrs Foster, Hodge & Uglow   Cllr Crang as Chair gave his casting vote against 
to preserve the status quo.    
The resolution was not carried. 
8.4  Grant to South West Ambulance NHS Foundation Trust  
The GGWG (Cllr Hodge) had reviewed the application and recommended 
that Council donate £100. 
Council RESOLVED to donate £100 to this cause.   
Prop Cllr Hodge   Sec Cllr Price   
Cllr Uglow abstained, Cllr Shelton & Sims voted against this resolution. 
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8.5  Barliabins 
Council discussed the report kindly submitted by Cllr Uglow.  Council asked the Working 
Group to liaise directly with handyman about a limb that needs removing and the need for 
spraying.  Council encouraged the Working Group to decide on the colour of the bench 
etc. 
8.6   Salmon Run 2025   
Council is pleased that the Salmon run is coming on 20th September 2025 and is happy 
for them to use the Jubilee Green as usual  
8.7  Allotments 
Two allotments seem to have been abandoned and the clerk has not had any joy with the 
tenants.  Action will be taken as follows: 
Plot No 22 Cllr Shelton will make discreet enquiries.  
Plot No 4  Clerk will approach the tenant. 
 
9 Recreation Ground          
9.1   Financial Report  for May 
Nil spend in May.  A strap has broken on the cradle springs and the seats are cracked on 
2 springs.  Wetpour is needed for the roundabout and the mower needs a service.   
Enquiries will be made with alternative suppliers.  Council RESOLVED that up to £700 + 
VAT will be spent on servicing the mower.  Prop Cllr Crang   Sec Cllr Hodge 
Council RESOLVED that the spare parts for the cradle swings will be purchased (up to 
£250 + VAT).  Prop Cllr Shelton   Sec Cllr Hodge 
9.2   Basketball Hoop & Surface  
The hoop is due to be delivered and the surface will be done after installation.  The 
working group will organise installation of the hoop. 
9.3   Damage from footballs & grant for nets   
The football club have been given the details of the funding opportunity for the net.    
9.4   Lottery Bid 
No reply from the National Lottery by the time of this meeting. 
9.5  Information & No Dogs sign  
Council asked the clerk to thank the Football Club for the secretary’s efforts to stop dogs 
accessing the Rec.  His efforts are very much appreciated.   
No sign available at this meeting. 
 
10 Grounds Maintenance        
10.1  Contractor  Work for the month 
See Barliabins work above (para 8.5) 
The weeds in the cobbles and the gutters in The Bury are now overgrown and very untidy 
(from the Doctor’s surgery to the old dairy is dreadful).  This will be a priority this month.  
Council considered another Tidy Up day in September.  Silver St vegetation is overgrown 
and walking on the pavement is impossible and this will be reported on the Report-a-
Problem webpage.   
10.2  Cobbles 
Council is happy to have pay a little more increase in costs due to the hardness of the 
concrete. 
 
11 Council Administration 
11.1      Election of Vice-Chair and Allocation of Working Party Roles 
Council discussed the position of Chair and the issues the role faces.  
Council RESOLVED to elect Cllr Shelton as Chair from July’s meeting 
onwards.   
Prop Cllr Foster Sec Cllr Crang. 
Council RESOLVED to elect Cllr Price as Vice-Chair.   
Prop Cllr Crang  Sec Cllr Uglow 
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The allocation of Councillor responsibilities & Working Group roles was postponed to the 
next meeting. 
  
11.2      Review of Council Orders and Policies    
Postponed to next meeting 
11.3      Financial Authorisation    
Dealt with at May’s meeting. 
11.4      Dates and Times of Meetings   
Dealt with at May’s meeting. 
 
12   Accounts and Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
12.1.1  Accounts for 2024-2025  
Council RESOLVED to approve the accounts as presented.  The Chairman duly signed 
them (see Appendix A).  Prop Cllr Foster  Sec Cllr Price    
12.2.2  Budget Review 2024-25 
Council RESOLVED to approve the budget vs actual report for 2024-25 (see Appdx B).    
12.2  AGAR Internal Audit     
Council RECEIVED the internal audit and noted the report (see Appendix C).        
12.3  AGAR Governance  
Council RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2024-25  (see 
Appdx D).  The Chairman duly signed the document.  Prop Cllr Crang  Sec Cllr Foster.  
12.4  AGAR Accounting 
Council RESOLVED to approve the Annual Accounting Statement for 2024-25  (see 
Appdx E).  The Chairman duly signed the document.  Prop Cllr Crang  Sec Cllr Foster.  
12.5  Notice of Public Rights  
Council NOTED the contents  (see Appendix F) and clerk will send a copy to Cllr Shelton 
to go on Facebook.         [One member of the public left at 10:05pm] 
   
 

13 Finance     
13.1   Council NOTED the current bank balance of £66,119.83  (1st May 2025)    
13.2   Payments   
Council RESOLVED to make the following payments: 
13.2.1  P Clapham   Professional fees for internal audit    £    127.20   
13.2.2  BRN Fitch  Grounds Maintenance in May  inv BF20250055  £    512.83 
13.2.3  P Marshall  Cobbles repair in The Bury     £    210.00 
13.2.4  Hospiscare  Grant (see 2025-05 p2 para 8.4.1)   £    100.00 
13.2.5  Millenium Green Trust  Grant (see 2025-05 p2-3 para 8.4.2) £      50.00 
13.2.6  J P Roberts  Clerk pay for May    £  517.46 
 Reimbursement for cobbles repair materials  £    51.71 £    569.17 
 Prop Cllr Hodge  Sec Cllr Shelton 
 
14    Next Meeting   
The next meeting will be held at 7:30pm on Tuesday 15th July at the Memorial Hall. 
 
 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10:16pm. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Signed   ………………………………………..……….    Date   ………………………………… 
         Cllr Steph Shelton, Chair 
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