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THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES of the Meeting of Thorverton Parish Council held at the Memorial Hall, Silver St, 
Thorverton on Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 7:30pm. 
 

PRESENT     ABSENT 
Cllr Andrew Foster  (Chairman)  None 
Cllr Andy Price  (Vice-Chairman)              
Cllr Stuart Crang     
Cllr John Hodge                                        
Cllr Bryanna Uglow   
Cllr Graham Sims    
Cllr Karl Wilson 
 

IN ATTENDANCE:   7 members of the public,  D/Cllr Rhys Roberts,   
     C/Cllr Steve Keable [from 7:47pm]  Jim Roberts (Clerk and RFO)    
 
 
1 Chair Welcome 
The Chairman opened the meeting with the latest results of the Council’s survey regarding 
housing development in the village.  The majority of respondents against the proposals 
and in favour of spending money to fight the proposals.   
 
2 Declarations of Interest   
Cllrs Hodges, Uglow and Wilson are members of Thorverton Community Land Trust.  Cllr 
Uglow is the Council’s nominated member of the Thorverton Memorial Hall.  Cllr Wilson is 
a member of the Thorverton Community Action Group.  Cllr Foster is Chair of the 
Thorverton Community Land Trust 
The clerk reminded Council that their home addresses would no longer be published in 
their Registers of Interests due to the rewritten Localism Act 2011 (Section 32A).  Cllrs can 
opt to have their home addresses published if they wish.  
 
3      Apologies   
None, all Councillors present. 
 

4      Public Open Session    
Having already mentioned the results of the Survey the Chair invited the first speaker to 
speak on behalf of the Thorverton Community Action Group (TCAG) and explain how best 
the PC could help.   
The first speaker stated that the recent proposals for development could lead to a 20% 
increase in housing stock in Thorverton.   Local feeling against development has been 
increased with the Wain Homes development.  There is a clear mandate from the surveys 
undertaken to resist the developments 
TCAG believe that applications can be successfully resisted.  Should development go 
ahead it would be hugely detrimental on the village.  Thorverton would no longer be the 
special place we know it to be. 
The speaker recognised the dilemma the Parish Council faces as there is a 
need to get the best s106 result for the village.  He believed that it is better to 
negotiate from position of strength not acquiescence.   
There are many grounds for objection and TCAG is happy to take on the fight 
inviting the Parish Council to support TCAG.  A 2nd Cllr was invited to join to 
work with TCAG. 
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TCAG is seeking expert Planning advice to assist with the objections. 
D/Cllr Rhys Roberts gave details of the political context of the planning process which the 
Government plans to change.  His advice is to get the best and fairest outcome of the 
s106 funds that might be available.  It is important that the Council engages with the 
planning process to achieve this.  He understands Wain Homes are being encouraged by 
MDDC Planners to go for larger numbers of homes than they already have.  If MDDC don’t 
reach the planning targets for new homes fines will be imposed from on high. 
Cllr Uglow understands that the s106 must be put in with planning applications.  TCAG 
understand the s106 issues. 
C/Cllr Keable gave details of the imminent changes the planning process is being 
introduced by the Government in October to streamline the planning process.  Ultimately it 
will be the Planning Inspector that will decide based on the local plans to achieve housing 
targets.  Local District policies don’t count unless there is a disbenefit to the community; he 
urged that all objections were carefully written bearing in mind these issues.  Overall the 
Government’s target of 1.5m new homes trumps local policies.  
The latest MDDC Homes & Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) just about 
covers the 6,000 properties target.  C/Cllr Keable offered to meet TCAG separately. 
The Chairman mentioned porous asphalt and check to see if DCC are capable of looking 
after asphalt roads once they have been adopted.  It relies on water running through and 
the voids need to be vacuumed cleaned using special machinery and he doubted that 
DCC has the special vehicles. 
TCAG offered to do the ‘donkey work’ of the objection.  By a show of hands the Council 
unanimously supported working with TCAG to oppose housing development in the village. 
Cllr Price raised the issue of paying for services for other organisations.  This could be 
done but the consultant would be working for the Council.   
 
6 Minutes 
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes as a true and correct record and the 
Chairman duly signed them.    

Prop Cllr Price    Seconded Cllr Uglow  Cllrs Hodges and Sims abstained.  
 
7  External Reports    
7.1   County Councillor  incl Highways     
Council NOTED Cllr Keable’s written report and the Highways Tracker which had been 
circulated to the Cllrs.  He will be meeting the NHO and going through the Highways issue 
at the end of this week.  C/Cllr Keable reported that an additional £4m was available for 
Highways due to an accounting correction.   
Council enquired about the pothole repairs.  C/Cllr Keable advised that the 500m either 
side trial was very expensive and there is going to be a new trial with a flexible approach.  
Rural areas are under-reporting and the repairs are sent to where the most reports are 
received.  
Gullies are only cleaned once every three years.  Highways problems are clearly 
understood as Government funding has been cut and all money needs to be raised by 
Counties for repairs     [C/Cllr Keable left the meeting at 8:26pm] 
7.2   District Councillor   
D/Cllr Rhys Roberts reported the following:  
The Local Government Reorganisation arrangements for Devon are expected 
to be announced by 16th July. 
Work on the MDDC new Local Plan will continue over the next 13 months, 
following Government guidelines and there is a current consultation on the 
scope of the Plan.    

 

 
……..… 

Chair 
Initials 

 
……..… 

Chair 
Inits. 



P a g e  | 3 2 0 2 6 - 0 6  
 
 

Council enquired about a Neighbourhood Plan and D/Cllr Rhys Roberts encouraged all 
Parish Councils to complete one. 
D/Cllr Rhys Roberts echoed C/Cllr Keable’s comments on the new streamlined planning 
system.  Government is also looking to streamline the appeals process.   
MDDC has introduced Rights of Rivers.  D/Cllr Roberts considered that having rights 
implies autonomy and views it as a political exercise with little point. 
Cllr Wilson invited D/Cllr Roberts to get involved in the Thorverton Community Action 
Group which D/Cllr Roberts was happy to do if he could make the meetings. 
Village can apply for a 30mph or indeed 20mph speed limit.  This may be supported by 
Highways because of the possibilities of new development. 
7.3   Saturday Market 
None since the last meeting. 
 
8      Projects 
8.1  New Cemetery 
Council will ask the contractor for weeding on the footpath and clear of the whole site. 
8.2  Wain Homes meeting & 8.3 Summerfield Development incl Housing Survey 
Council discussed the options to support TCAG and turn the survey results into action and 
the best way to use expert advice that the Council feels it needs. 
The consultant fees will be £150 per hour.  Cllr Crang confirmed that the PC is unable to 
pay individuals such as the TCAG but could help by paying for the consultant. 
Council RESOLVED to engage a planning consultant to produce a scoping report of the 
Parish Council’s role in the planning process and what the Council needs to have done at 
each stage of the application process.  Council expects this to cost up to £1,500 and the 
report to be shared with the TCAG.     Prop Cllr Crang   Sec Cllr Wilson 

[7 members of the public left the meeting at 8:57pm] 
Council will offer Wain Homes a meeting on either 17th, 24th and 1st July at 7pm. 
8.4   s106 Funding Available & Future Funds 
A meeting between Cllrs and the s106 Officer at MDDC took place and there is £1,000 that 
is left in the s106 pot and could shortly be returned to the developer. 
Council RESOLVED to buy an octagonal bench for the recreation ground with 7 seats and 
ground anchors to go behind the football pitch.  Prop Cllr Uglow   Sec Cllr Hodges 
Council was also advised that the Leonard Square s106 fund shows the Football Club as 
the beneficiary.  Council will work with the Football Club to ensure these funds are spent 
and support the erection of the football stopping nets. 
Council would welcome any suggestions from local organisations for using s106 funds, but 
there are restrictions to the projects that qualify.   
8.5   Donation to Royal British Legion 
Council RESOLVED to donate £100 in recognition of the excellent efforts of the volunteers 
who work so hard to keep the Jubilee Green in excellent condition. 

Prop Cllr Hodges   Sec Cllr Wilson  
8.6   Temporary Traffic Orders  
Details are vague and Council is unsure whether roads will be closed or if the work will be 
done with the roads open. 
8.7   Plan Mid Devon – Scoping Consultation 
Council NOTED this consultation and will reply individually.  All interested residents are 
encouraged to read the details and contribute as they see fit. 
8.8   Barliabins Fencing and Hedging 
Cllr Crang offered to put a fence up from his own resources for which the Council 
was very grateful. 
8.9   MDDC Report It – Read It – Remember It App 
Council NOTED this new app and it will be promoted by the Chairman on 
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Facebook. 
 
9   Planning & Licensing  
9.1 Planning Applications 
9.1.1  26/00666/HOUSE 21 The Glebe  Erection of single front extension 
9.1.2  26/00633/LBC  The Old Pound   New internet connection cable 
9.1.3  26/00684/HOUSE  West Ashley  Variation of conds 2 & 6 of 23/01369/HOUSE 
9.1.4  26/00715/FULL  Ruffwell Inn  Demolition, 5 dwellings & assoc works 
9.1.5  Appeal 25/00748/CLU  Overshed   Cert of Lawfulness use of agri dwelling 
Council RESOLVED to make no comment on any of these applications. 

Prop Cllr Crang   Sec Cllr Uglow 
9.2  Very Recent Planning Applications   
Council did not consider an Extraordinary Meeting necessary for application 26/00542/LBC 
received today 
9.3  Licensing Application   
MDV PR0402 Exe Valley Farm Shop        Variation of Premises License 
Council RESOLVED to make no comment on this application. 

Prop Cllr Crang   Sec Cllr Uglow 
 
10 Recreation Ground          
10.1   Financial Report  for May  
No expenditure in May.            
11 Grounds Maintenance        
11.1  Contractor Work for the Month 
The work needed this month is: 

Allotment 18 
Weedkilling 
Green Shed in the Quarry Car Park – vegetation clearing 
Cemetery work – flail the current growth  
Grass cutting in the regular areas 
School Lane vegetation 
Leats in front of the church are dry and grass has grown in them 

 
12 Council Administration 
12.1     Review of Council Orders and Policies    
12.1.1  IT Policy & Website Accessibility Statement  
Council RESOLVED to adopt the policy as presented.  

Prop Cllr Crang   Sec Cllr Uglow  Cllr Wilson abstained 
12.1.2  Publication Framework 
Council RESOLVED to adopt the policy as presented.  

Prop Cllr Hodges   Sec Cllr Uglow  Cllr Wilson abstained 
12.1.3  Policies for approval in July 
Council will review the Asset Register and 2 other policies in July. 
12.2  Bank Statements 
Council discussed providing 5 years of bank statements to Cllr Wilson.  The Council did 
not reach a conclusion on this matter.   [Cllr Hodge left the meeting at 10:19pm] 
12.3  Clerk CiLCA Training – Approval of Training Contract 
Council RESOLVED to sign the DALC CiLCA Training Contract.   
                                                                        Prop Cllr Crang   Sec Cllr Wilson 
13   Accounts and Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) 
13.1  Accounts for 2025-26 incl Budget Review 
Council NOTED the Budget Review for 2025-26 (see appendix B). 
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Council RESOLVED to approve the 2025-26  Accounts and the Chairman duly signed 
them (see appendix C).       Prop Cllr Crang   Sec Cllr Price 
13.2  AGAR Internal Audit           
Council NOTED the internal audit & supplementary report and the provision of a Council 
mobile telephone to the clerk was discussed.  The clerk will let the Council know if he 
wishes to comply with the auditor’s non-mandatory recommendation. 
13.3  AGAR Governance        
Council RESOLVED to approve the 2025-26 AGAR Governance Statement and the 
Chairman duly signed the document (see appendix D).    Prop Cllr Crang   Sec Cllr Price 
13.4  AGAR Accounting   
Council RESOLVED to approve the 2025-26 AGAR Accounting Statements and the 
Chairman duly signed the document (see appendix E).    Prop Cllr Crang   Sec Cllr Price 
13.5  Notice of Public Rights    
Council RESOLVED to approve the the dates for exercising public rights as Wednesday 
1st July to Tuesday 11th August 2026 (see appendix F).    Prop Cllr Crang   Sec Cllr Price 
 
14 Finance     
14.1    Bank  
Council NOTED the current balance of £ 61,447.79  (4th June 2026) and income since the 
last meeting of: Interest £25.82  Garages £70.00 
14.2  Quarry Car Park Garage Ground Rents review 
Council will ascertain the ground rents at MDDC  
14.3   Payments   
Council RESOLVED to make the following payments:   
Prop Cllr Wilson   Sec Cllr Price 
14.3.1  Ben Fitch   Grounds Maintenance April & May    £    464.87  
14.3.2  P Clapham  Internal Audit fee      £      92.20 
14.3.3  Ruddlesden Geotechnical Ltd   Barliabins Landslip inspection £ 1,500.00   
14.3.4  Inst. of Cemetery & Crematorium Management  Annual Subs £    110.00 
14.3.5  J P Roberts  Clerk interim payment for May  £    300.00 
   Reimbursement for Survey Legend subs  £      35.34 £    335.34 
 
15    Next Meeting   
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 14th July 2026   

  
 

 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 11:13pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed   ………………………………………..……….    Date   ………………………………… 
         Cllr  Andrew Foster, Chairman 
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Appendix C 
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