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Additional Information for the Meeting held 12th April 2022 
 
Agenda item 4  External Reports 
 4.3  Police statistics  Three crimes in total all for Violence or sexual offenses - Two in Watery  

Lane and one in School Lane. 
 
 

 
Agenda Item 5  Affordable Housing  
 

A SHORT NOTE FOR THORVERTON PC from Andrew Wiles 
 
‘Affordable housing’ is a loose term for below-market-price housing. The main categories are (i) 
‘social rent’ (about 60/65% of market rent), ‘affordable rent’ (about 80%), and shared-ownership. Most, 
but not all, affordable housing is provided by housing associations (HAs) or local councils. 
 
I have a range of experience in affordable housing (summarised below). If the PC wishes to investigate 
whether additional affordable housing, prioritised for locally-connected people, might be needed in the 
village, I would be happy to contribute to a working group to explore this further (‘contribute to’ not 
‘lead’ – I am a newcomer to Thorverton, although a long-term resident of Brampford Speke before 
this). Some thoughts about the early steps in such an exploration:  

• One early step, having made contact with MDDC and having established a working group, 

would conventionally be to commission a Housing Needs Survey. Such surveys are 

traditionally overseen by a 3rd party such as Devon Communities Together (DCT). The survey - 

carried out by door-to-door delivery of survey forms – can also act as an initial way of gauging 

village opinion on the topic. Cost: v approx £XXX. 

• It would also be sensible to get an overview of the affordable housing currently in Thorverton: 

MDDC’s housing left after Right To Buy; Hastoe’s at Lynch Close; LiveWest’s at Court Barton; 

Cornerstone’s at Leonard Square; and? 

• Once the results have been analysed by DCT, and made public, there can then be a debate 

about whether, or not, to take the next steps – looking for possible sites, for possible HA 

partners etc. 

 
Warning note: these projects take ‘several’ years (the Upton Pyne scheme took four), usually uncover 
some strong opinions both pro & anti, and require energy/commitment from the PC and ‘sufficient’ 
support from the wider community. 
 
Andrew Wiles  February 2022 
My background of working in affordable housing: 

• Various housing jobs & studies, all related to affordable housing from 1976 to present 

• Regional Director for the South West for the then regulator of HAs, known as the Housing 

Corporation,1995-2008. Also oversaw HAs’ access to public subsidy 

• Consultant to a private developer of rural affordable housing in Devon & Cornwall, 2012-2014 

• Board member of LiveWest  HA, 2013-2022 

• One of the founder members of Brampford Speke, Upton Pyne & Cowley Community Land Trust. There 

is one up-and-running affordable housing scheme, Lake’s Down at the top of Upton Pyne, and the CLT is 

currently investigating possibilities for another scheme. 
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Agenda item 8 
 

8.2  Dinneford St Water Outlet Possible signs 
 
150mm x 200mm 
£8.93 
 
Dibond / Composite Aluminium, PVC Centre 
with a laminated metal layer either side. 
 
NB – Not liked by a member of the public 
 
 
 
 
 
Cast iron - £49.99 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enamel sign – 4½” (11cm) x 3” (7cm) 
 £78 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adhesive sticker – 6½” (17cm) x 1½” (4cm) 
 
 
 
 
 
Plastic/resin 4” (10cm) x 1” (3cm) 
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8.4  Parish Communications 
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Agenda item 8.8  Electric Vehicle Charging Points 
Electric Vehicle Charging Points 
We have yet to have a full discussion and resolution over the possibility of EV charging points in the village – 
probably in the Quarry Car Park. There are grants available, but these may well not be available in a year or 
two’s time. We could simply decide to press ahead and ascertain the costs of installing and running EV charging 
points; or we might run a survey of residents first; or we might hold a public meeting (perhaps as part of the 
Annual Parish Meeting); or we might just decide to rule out the idea altogether. If we do decide to proceed 
down any of the first three avenues in my previous sentence, I would recommend bringing John Truswell into 
the fold as he has done a vast amount of research on this and has some potentially useful contacts.  

 
Email received 5th April  

The Office for Zero Emission Vehicles (OZEV) has today published guidance changes to the On-Street 
Residential Chargepoint Scheme (ORCS) for the 2022-23 financial year. £20 million will once again be 
available to local authorities across the UK. The key changes made are as follows: 
 
    To reflect market developments and to ensure funding is available for as many local authorities as 
possible, the scheme will now provide up to a maximum of 60% of project capital costs. We anticipate 
that many projects will require less than 60% public funding, particularly in areas of high EV uptake 
where levels of commercial investment is more viable. Applications (both draft and final) already 
submitted to Energy Saving Trust, prior to 1 April 2022, are eligible for funding up to the previous level 
of 75%. 
    Government is working to make EV charging as accessible as possible. As such, all chargepoints 
installed through the scheme must have a non-proprietary, non-phone payment method, such as 
contactless, at a minimum. This requirement will be effective for all applications from the date that 
regulations mandating a minimum payment method for chargepoints above 7.1 kW are laid in 
parliament (currently scheduled for later in 2022). 
    Chargepoints may be installed on land not owned by a local authority. It is hoped this is particularly 
beneficial for rural local authorities, where community-owned land (for example, a village hall car park) 
is often well suited to providing charging infrastructure. This will be considered on a discretionary basis 
where it can be demonstrated that a lack of suitable local authority land poses a barrier to the 
installation of residential chargepoints. 
 
Further details, along with the new application form, can be found in the updated scheme guidance. 
 
Applications are open for 22-23 funding. 
 
As a reminder, the ORCS team at Energy Saving Trust can support a local authority with their onstreet 
chargepoint projects from initial contact all the way through to successful receipt of the grant. For 
application guidance, please see our ORCS webpage and you can get in touch with the team on 
onstreetchargepoints@est.org.uk. 
 
For local authorities based in England, additional free, impartial support is also available from Energy 
Saving Trust through the Local Government Support Programme to support councils with their EV 
ambitions and building their chargepoint projects. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Energy Saving Trust 
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Agenda Item 9.3  Paws for Pleasure Planning Status 
 
Permission for use of land at the Pleasure House for dog exercising 
While at its March meeting Council agreed a strong rebuttal of the complaint about the way in which an enquiry 
was made into the use of land at the Pleasure House, we have still to hear back from MDDC Planning 
Department about whether the change of use should have required permission or how the matter was resolved 
– if indeed it has been resolved. MDDC informed us in October that they had issued a Planning Contravention 
Notice and that they would update us in due course.  We have yet to receive any update.  We should write to 
them to ask for the promised update. The fact that the complaint is resolved as far (as the Council is concerned 
anyway) does not mean that the initial simple question - of whether permission was needed - is resolved. 

 
  

 

 

Item 10  Handyman 
1. Grass cutting 
Currently Ben Fitch cuts grass for us as required, cutting the areas marked on the map below.  

 
When we took him on we did suggest that he might 
give about 9 cuts per year. However, Council may 
want to set this out more clearly and also to state 
whether any patches of grass might be allowed to 
remain uncut for one or more visits – probably best in 
May or June - so as to give daisies and clover the 
chance to flower and attract pollinators. Taking this a 
little further, we could select one or more patches to 
be left until July, allowing a spring meadow to take 
shape. As it happens, Ben recently overlooked cutting 
the small patch between the triangle of grass at the 
top of The Glebe and the Baptist Chapel, so that could 
readily be our experimental meadow patch (indeed, I 
have put some poppies in close to the wall nearest to 
the Baptist Chapel). 
 
The views of councillors would be welcomed. 
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Agenda item 11  Archaeological Dig 
 
Email of 4th March from the Heritage Lottery Fund 

This is a gentle reminder that we are expecting your Completion Report and Final Payment 
request form  to be submitted on the portal ahead of the Grant Expiry Date of 30th March 
2021.  Please remember to include with your completed form: 

1. Details and evidence of all expenditure of the final £14,652.  NB we have received 
evidence of £14,598 of expenditure so far, so it is this balance that now needs to be 
detailed. 

2. Photographs illustrating your project. 
3. Confirmation of National Lottery Heritage Fund acknowledgement 
4. A copy of your Evaluation Report for the project. 

Email of 9th March from the Heritage Lottery Fund 

Dear Jim 

Thank you for your reply and this is fine.  I have attached a letter confirming that your 
Grant Expiry Date is now 31st May 2022 and I would encourage you to complete all of 
the paperwork and submit by then.  We are planning on introducing a new system 
around this time so I am keen to avoid tangling you up in all of that. 

 Any problems just let me know. 

 

 
 
Agenda item 12 Allotments 
 
Allotments 
Although we have had some interest in at least one of the three vacant allotment plots, this interest 
has not materialised into anyone taking them on. Ben Fitch has put black sheeting across most of two 
of the plots; the other is in very good condition anyway.  
 
We recently had an enquiry from someone moving to Latchmoor Green who wanted to take on a plot. 
The lady describes herself as a keen gardener and even runs a small business called “Gardening 
Sisters”.  The Council’s allotment rules state that anyone renting an allotment plot must be a resident 
in Thorverton, however, we have allowed two other people to retain plots despite living outside the 
parish and the rules do allow Council to waive a particular rule, so it would be possible to allow the 
Latchmoor Green applicant to take on a plot if we wished. It may well be better to have a plot being 
tended rather than let its condition deteriorate. 
 
Since the above summary was written a resident in Jericho St has requested a plot too. 
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Agenda item 13.3   
 
Email 26th March 

Morning Jim, 
Could the email community grants of up to £500 that you sent on Thursday go on the agenda. We have 
projects that I think it would help…new cemetery, Barlibins. 
Thanks Bry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda item 13.4 
 

C19 Group – Lucy’s Larder 
Funding for Lucy’s Larder 
The Parish Council holds funding that was allocated from Devon County Council’s Covid Prompt Action Fund for 
use by local C19 Groups. Council held this for our C19 Group as the Group was set up very quickly and has no 
bank account of its own. There is £320 of the original £500 still available to be given out. The C19 Group has had 
a further request from Lucy’s Larder for more funding to help keep our local foodbank going. This has been 
receiving supplies from donors, but has also needed to be topped up, such is the demand for food from the 
Larder. Thorverton RBL and the Leonard Trust have made donations. The C19 Group would like Council to agree 
to release £100 to Lucy’s Larder. 
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Agenda Item 13.5.2 
 
Payment to the Handyman for work in March.  This invoice was received on 3rd April so I think the date 
on the invoice is an error. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Invoice total  £ 98.50 
 
  

 

 

April Parish Council meeting - para  ________                                 Cheque no. ____________    
 

      Noted by Cheque Signatories 
 

Signature 
 
 
……………………………………………... 

  
 
……………………………………………………. 

 Cllr      Cllr   

Date 
 
………………………………………………. 

Date 
 
………………………………………………….…. 
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Agenda Item 13.5.3 
 
Payment to DALC for annual subscription  
 
 
 
 
  

I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Invoice total  £ 222.68 
 
 

 

 

April Parish Council meeting - para __________                                 Cheque no. ____________    
 

      Noted by Cheque Signatories 
 

Signature 
 
 
……………………………………………... 

  
 
……………………………………………………. 

 Cllr      Cllr   

Date 
 
………………………………………………. 

Date 
 
………………………………………………….…. 
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Agenda item 13.5.4 
 
Payment to GX Accountancy for quarter ending 5th April 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Invoice total        £  89.82 
 

 

 

April Parish Council meeting - para ________                                 Cheque no. ____________    
 

      Noted by Cheque Signatories 
 

Signature 
 
 
……………………………………………... 

  
 
……………………………………………………. 

 Cllr      Cllr   

Date 
 
………………………………………………. 

Date 
 
………………………………………………….…. 



Thorverton Parish Council 

thorvertonpc@gmail.com                                               www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 
Agenda item 13.5.5 
 
Payment to Vanita Eden for the TCAP report  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Invoice total    £ 2000.00 
 
 

 

 

April Parish Council meeting - para ________                                 Cheque no. ____________    
 

      Noted by Cheque Signatories 
 

Signature 
 
 
……………………………………………... 

  
 
……………………………………………………. 

 Cllr      Cllr   

Date 
 
………………………………………………. 

Date 
 
………………………………………………….…. 
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Agenda item 13.5.6 
 
Payment of the VAT element of Terra Nova Land Management invoice no TN548 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Invoice total    £ 60.63 
 
 

 

April Parish Council meeting - para ________                                 Cheque no. ____________    
 

      Noted by Cheque Signatories 
 

Signature 
 
 
……………………………………………... 

  
 
……………………………………………………. 

 Cllr      Cllr   

Date 
 
………………………………………………. 

Date 
 
………………………………………………….…. 
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Agenda items 13.3.7 
 
Clerk Pay, Pension, Tax, Expenses & Reimbursements March 2022  (for April’s meeting) 
 

Pay    9 hours per week at an hourly rate of £ 11.96  (NJC SCP salary point 14) 
Hours worked   39        Gross pay  =   £ 466.44 

 

March (Month 12) take-home pay from GX Accountancy   £        373.24 
Use of home as office allowance        £          13.50 
 

Expenses  15.6 miles @ 45p/mile (March meeting)     £            7.02  
 

Reimbursements    Payment to HMRC (see below)     £        194.28 
 

Cheque no   _____________           Payable to J P Roberts  Total    £        588.04 
 

 
Pension   Not yet arranged.  
 
 Income Tax   £ 93.20 included in item 13.5.8 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

April Parish Council meeting - para _________              Cheque no. ______________________    
____ 

      Noted by Cheque Signatories 
 

Signature 
 
 
……………………………………………... 

  
 
……………………………………………………. 

 Cllr      Cllr   

Date 
 
………………………………………………. 

Date 
 
………………………………………………….…. 
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Agenda item 13.5.8  
 
Payment to HMRC for Jan-Mch NI & PAYE 
 

 
  
 
Invoice total  £600.15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

April’s Parish Council meeting - para ____________              Cheque no. ______________________    
 

      Noted by Cheque Signatories 
 

Signature 
 
 
……………………………………………... 

  
 
……………………………………………………. 

 Cllr      Cllr   

Date 
 
………………………………………………. 

Date 
 
………………………………………………….…. 
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Agenda item  14 Correspondence 
   
14.1   Saturday Market – Email from Cllr Price re March’s market 

The Saturday Market was good. There were more people who stopped for a chat than I expected. 
There was an old question in the folder about electric charging points that I put out on the table. 
There was a responding positivity to the suggestion of on in the village and even some suggestions 
about alternatives we may not have thought of.  
One resident did ask if the cobbles around the church could be weeded 
Another resident asked if the small sections of trellis at the top of the wall where we cut back for 
the village tidy up could be repaired or replaced.  
Also I noticed the laminate of councilor names needs updating. This can probrably wait until a new 
councilor is co-opted. - Jim is this something you can do once we are at full capacity again please.  
Finally who is the next victim for April's Market?  

Comment from Cllr Lane - I trust that we will have an item on the April agenda covering points raised at the 
Market. It might be worthwhile agreeing what key documents should be available on our table at each 
Market - presumably a list of councillors; our new leaflet; and the council's aims/objectives at the very least. 

 
14.2  Green Work  - from the Royal British Legion 

The Thorverton branch of the Royal British Legion in April will have just completed our second year 
of our community project looking after the Jubilee green, just to recap on the past 12 months, for six 
months we cut the grass once a week and the other six months during winter  we cut the grass when 
needed and weather permitting, we have added four more roses to the beds in addition to the eight 
we added in the first year and keep them well pruned. 
Last Autumn we added 200 more daffodil bulbs to the three beds and around the main tree, the four 
stone troughs by the railings had new compost and were planted with summer bedding plants then 
in October replanted with winter pansies and spring tulips, we also keep the brook weed free and 
tidy and as you know we added a repro. Victorian lamp to the old original lamp stand. 
The expenditure has been kindly sponsored by residents and our own community fund; all the work 
has obviously been done voluntary, if you would like us to do it for another year, we will be very 
pleased to carry on. 

 
14.3  Email from a resident – 15th March  

I don’t know how many Councillors are aware, but there is a lot of litter strewn around the Quarry Car Park, 
which, as you will be aware, is owned by the Parish Council. 
Quite a cache of old beer cans has appeared recently in the gaps between some of the garages, but a 
considerable amount of litter has been building up for some time, particularly around the perimeter and 
lodged in undergrowth here and there. This gives a very poor impression of the village, particularly to visitors 
who often park there. 
If there is to be a village tidy-up or litter- picking day this year, could the car park be a priority please? 

 
14.4  Sheep Dip Benches – email from Cllr Uglow 

I have been asked by a parishioner, would it be possible that Thorverton Parish Council could take liaise with 
the church commissioners about the maintenance of the Sheep Dip benches and the general tidiness of the 
area the public were aloud. One of the benches is in need of repair. 
 
Comment from Cllr Lane - I can't recall what we decided at our March meeting, but unless we decided that 
we would offer to pay for a new/repaired bench, I don't think that we should take this too far forward. By all 
means ask the Church Commissioners - as research! - but we must not forget that the area is not ours and 
were we to start paying for improvements to it, we might be inadvertently taking on some legal 
responsibility. Perhaps the way to approach it is to ask the CC if they would be good enough to improve the 
area which they are responsible for, for the benefit of the public. 
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14.5  Comments 
Hello, I am making an enquiry to see if it would be possible to purchase a bench for the benefit of 
Thorverton Village in memory of a lovely couple who spent many happy years in the Exe valley. 
Jeanne was born in Thorverton and both died in their 90's. Would this be possible please?  

 
14.6  Subject: Flagpole – from the Royal British Legion 

The Jubilee green flag pole was put up and owned by the Thorverton branch of the Royal British 
Legion, a few years ago it was transferred over to the the Parish Council for insurance reasons, but 
we still use it as if it was our own on flag flying days and special events.  
A few people have asked and e-mailed me, if we could fly the Ukrainian flag to show our support for 
them during this terrible conflict.  
The Thorverton branch committee have unanimously agreed that we should fly their flag. 
Thursday 17th is St. Patricks day so we hope to raise the Ukraine flag on Friday 18th for as long as 
necessary. We hope the Parish Council will give their full support. Kind Regards Thorverton RBL.    

 
 
14.7   HMRC Statement of money owed – Received as a physical letter 
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14.8  TTRO2244754 

DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL hereby give NOTICE that:  

On SUNDAY 22 MAY 2022  
for a maximum of 5 days  

Anticipated Finish SUNDAY 22 MAY 2022  

No person shall cause or permit any vehicle to proceed or wait on the sections of 
Affected  Roads.  

Roads affected -  
JERICHO STREET, THORVERTON , OUTSIDE 13 SILVER STREET - 
OUTSIDE  BYBROOK ROAD PAST BRIDGE HOUSE  

The alternative, signed, route for vehicles will be via - VIA BULLEN STREET, 
ROAD  FROM RADDON CROSS TO CHAPEL CROSS, EXHIBITION ROAD, MILL 
STREET,  A377 EXTER ROAD, ALSO VIA DINNEFORD STREET, FORD PLAIN, FORD 
HILL,  COLATON LANE AND VICE VERSA  

This temporary restriction is considered necessary to enable -  
ROAD CLOSURE REQUIRED IN ORDER TO ACCESS THE NETWORK TO CARRY  OUT 
NECESSARY DE-SILTING WORK ON DUCT SECTION - ONLY ONE CLOSURE  AT ANY 
ONE TIME  

For additional information contact:  
SUNBELT RENTALS UK  
Telephone: 03700 500792  

 
 
 
 
14.9  30 mph sign at Broadlands  - Email from a resident 9th March 

I would like to draw the attention of the Council, as I note that some consideration is now being 
paid to speed limits and road signs in the village,  that perhaps deliberations could include the lane 
from Berrybridge into the village, (which  passes the new building site north of Broadlands). 
My concern is, and I raised this a few years ago but to no avail, that the footpath from School Lane 
emerges unto this road, which is not within the 30mph zone at present. The exit is concealed the 
same applies to the footpath across the Fairoak field. I am concerned for the welfare of walkers and 
especially children and dogs running ahead and unto this road. 
Our drive exits onto this lane and so I have experience of the hazard. 
 

Comment from Cllr Lane - I think that we should discuss Daphne's email at our next Council meeting because 
the stretch that she is talking about is just beyond the new development, and so any movement of the 
30mph zone to the edge of the new development would not quite address her concern. 
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14.10  Speed Survey 
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Agenda item 15 - Employment 
 
15.1 NJC Pay Agreement 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.2  Additional hours -  I would like to claim 10 hours additional work completed between 
January & March 2022 in taking over the clerk’s role.  There was also an additional 5 hours 
work completing the Freedom of Information requests making a total of 15 hours.  This would 
be added to my pay for April if Council agree. 
Jim Roberts, clerk. 
 

 
 


