Note of a meeting held in Thorverton Church on 30th January 2017

The meeting lasted just over an hour.

Present for the PCC were Revnd. Katie Cross, Royston Kershaw, Ed Greed, Peter
Colebrooke and Nick Bright.

From the Parish Council, Nick Bright (again), David Waldron, John Spivey, John Hodge,
Rob Turner and Stuart Crang.

RK chaired, two items on agenda, closure of existing churchyard and new cemetery.

Information from PCC:-

KC and PC said advice from Diocese was for PCCs to take the opportunity to close
churchyards when full in order to pass liability for maintenance to civil authority, from which
it follows that they should not seek to expand or extend the churchyard. The implication is
that Parish Councils should become burial authorities. This is a change of advice from 5/6
years ago; other parishes in same position, inc. Newton St Cyres, no known example of
any that have completed process recently.

KC confirmed that closed churchyard still the property of the incumbent and subject to
control by Diocese, just maintenance passed on.

RK burials running at about two/annum (has been more few years ago) 10-12 plots left for
graves, much more room for cremated remains.

KC 1/4 may be right proportion of burial to cremation, but she felt in rural areas closer to
50:50.

Process of closure complicated. Likely to take more than a year and can’t be started until
the churchyard is judged to be “full”. KC says putting into good repair a prerequisite,
confirms notice given to PC who have three months to decide whether to take over
maintenance or pass to District. Once closed can still be used for cremated remains and
additional burial in existing graves.

PCC not pursuing the re-use of graves. Would have to be a whole area where graves are
over 100 years old and any traceable relatives would still have to consent; gravestones
have to be put somewhere, and in Conservation Area.

KC handed out info from internet for Effingham parish burials.

KC undertakers preferred to carry coffin to top of churchyard rather than use hearse, sees
no problem in carrying across Dark Lane.

KC and RK made point that undertakers arrange funerals, contact Rector, arrange digger
etc.; role of graveyard management limited to allocating a plot.

SDC 5/2/17.



