Dear Margaret,
 
Thank you for your email and comments.
 
I fully appreciate your concerns and can assure you that we do not seek to cause unnecessary disruption to local residents. Having said this, these works are essential to the integrity and life of the structure and inevitably will cause inconvenience at times.
 
At present this scheme is out to tender and is due back on 17th February 2017.
We have requested that during the tender process, that contractors consider methods to complete the works by means other than a road closure and also options to maintain pedestrian access over the bridge. Due to the significance of the impact to local people, we have placed additional weighting on these considerations, which we will review on receipt of the tender returns.
 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to provide further details at this stage, as we are yet to appoint a contractor.
It is hoped however, that due to the additional weighting placed on the method of Traffic/ Pedestrian Management, the contractors may opt to utilise temporary traffic lights (or similar) and also maintain pedestrian access, but this cannot be guaranteed.
 
At times a road closure will be required, as part of the works includes renewal of the bridge waterproofing system beneath the road surface and also the installation of expansion joints at each end of the bridge.
 
As explained, at this point without an appointed contractor we cannot confirm exactly how traffic/ pedestrians will be managed and as a result the degree of impact this will have on local people, however I would be happy to attend a meeting to discuss the works and the concerns raised by yourself if you wish to do so.
 
Kind Regards,
Adam
 
Adam Baldwin

Bridges & Structures
Devon County Council 
Address: Matford Offices, County Hall, Exeter, EX2 4QW, 
 Email: adam.baldwin@devon.gov.uk 
Tel: 01392 382379
Disclaimer: http://www.devon.gov.uk/email
 
From: Councillor Margaret Squires 
Sent: 13 January 2017 18:21
To: Adam Baldwin; sgrundy@eastdevon.gov.uk; John Richardson-Dawes; Councillor Peter Bowden; Stephen Tucker; Steve Short
Cc: Alison Marshall; jjolliffe2015@gmail.com; robertradden@waitrose.com; Councillor Stuart Hughes; Stuart Crang (stuart.crang@btopenworld.com); Jilly Greed (jilly@onevoicemedia.co.uk)
Subject: FW: Thorverton Bridge, Thorverton - Essential Concrete repair works
 
Dear Adam,
 
I appreciate that this is essential work, but 26 weeks is an awful long time for the completion of the work and it will have a huge effect on the lives of the residents. This is the main road into the village and there is no alternative road of a similar specification.
 
Thorverton is on a main bus route and there are other buses that travel this route regularly. The school children need to attend school. What alternative is going to be provided? Can parents be expected to do the lengthy diversion in both ways twice a day? There will also be children who attend Community College or sixth form college and higher education.
 
Will pedestrians be able to cross? Could a mini bus be provided each side of the bridge?
 
Some people from the village work in Exeter – some of whom will no doubt travel by bus but as you can imagine there will be countless others who drive to various locations to work. There will be numerous journeys and many thousands of extra miles along roads that are inadequate for the number of extra vehicles. I am presuming some sort of bus provision will be put into place – who will be paying for this?
 
I note that there will be traffic lights or priority passing places along the lengthy diversion. What about the edges of the carriageways? Who will be maintaining them? What about the extra road wear – who will monitor it?
 
The managing of the diversion – it  will need to be marked from numerous directions. I know many people travel through Thorverton if they go between Crediton and Cullompton they need plenty of notice to choose an alternative. One can only cross the Exe at Bickleigh or Cowley Bridge when Thorverton Bridge is shut.
 
No doubt there are farmers with land on either side of the bridge. With work beginning in April and continuing for six months it will be during the main harvest times of the year – I hate to think of the chaos this will cause.
 
This work will be a nightmare for the residents of Thorverton and will effect so many others. It will have a devastating effect on lives and businesses over a large area of Mid Devon and beyond.    
 
I would like to suggest that it may be an idea to have a round table discussion with the key players to provide answers for the best way forward. You will see I have copied this to a number of those I feel should be involved in the discussion.
 
Regards
Margaret
 
 
From: Councillor Margaret Squires 
Sent: 06 January 2017 09:43
To: Adam Baldwin
Cc: Stephen Tucker
Subject: RE: Thorverton Bridge, Thorverton - Essential Concrete repair works
 
Dear Adam,
 
I note the report and also the diversion route. There is not an easy diversion route for this work as there are a number of narrow roads and restricted passing places. I will talk over with Steve when I meet with him next week. I also note another email that I have received about this from Cllr Grundy an East Devon Councillor pointing out that this route crosses the district boundary and county division boundary.
 
Regards
Margaret
 
From: Adam Baldwin 
Sent: 05 January 2017 10:15
To: Councillor Margaret Squires
Subject: Thorverton Bridge, Thorverton - Essential Concrete repair works
 
Dear Councillor Squires,
 
I am writing to advise you that following a Principle Inspection of Thorverton Bridge, Thorverton, it has been noted that there are significant defects present within the existing structure.
This is an early Reinforced Concrete Arch Bridge and as such, is suffering from spalling concrete and a failing cathodic protection system.
 
We plan to undertake essential repair works, commencing 3rd April 2017 for a period of 26 weeks. The works will include the removal of existing spalled concrete, installation of a sacrificial cathodic protection system and subsequent concrete repair.
 
In order to complete the works, we plan to establish Temporary Traffic Lights and make use of temporary speed limits.
At times a road closure and diversion will be necessary during the works as and when required. It may also be necessary to provide give-way systems along the diversion route, to assist the flow of traffic.
 
I have been liaising with the local Neighbourhood Highway Officer, Stephen Tucker, who provided the most suitable diversion route.
Please see the proposed diversion route attached.
 
I wish to seek your support for our proposal, and should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Thank you.
 
Kind Regards,
Adam
 
Adam Baldwin

Bridges & Structures
Devon County Council 
Address: Matford Offices, County Hall, Exeter, EX2 4QW, 
 Email: adam.baldwin@devon.gov.uk 
Tel: 01392 382379
Disclaimer: http://www.devon.gov.uk/email
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