March 2017. Copy E-mail trail from a resident regarding affordable housing at Court Barton plus letter to MDDC Planning – response pending.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Lucy (Hodgson at MDDC Planning)

I'm writing to ask for clarification on the criteria for the
affordable housing at Barton Meadows, Silver St, Thorverton (planning
application ref: 14/00537/MFUL).

The Parish Council understood that the affordable housing would be
available with priority given to those people who could demonstrate
strong links to the local area. However, a local resident who has
recently applied to Devon and Cornwall Housing Association has been
advised that no such privilege exists. We also understand that any
such conditions should have been included in the section 106 agreement
at planning approval stage (attached).

Please could you clarify firstly that such a condition would usually
be found in the section 106 agreement and secondly whether it has in
fact been included?

If there is no provision to prioritise people with strong links to the
area then we need to look into this further, as the aim of the entire
development was to provide affordable housing for local people.

Our next Parish council meeting is on Tuesday 14th March and we would
appreciate a response before this date.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Kind regards,

Alison


Hi Hilary (Lawson)

Are you able to throw some light on this please in that one of the criteria in obtaining an affordable home at Court Barton Close (Barton Meadows) was meant to be that applicants who had a 'local connection' would gain priority over other applicants. According to the residents e-mail this is not the case due to there not being a 106 arrangement?

Thought you would understand this more than me! Perhaps you can let me know what I need to do to clarify the position in order to report to Council next month.

Thanks,

Alison 
Alison Marshall
Clerk to Thorverton Parish Council
thorvertonpc@gmail.com

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: ROSEMARIE STONEMAN <rosiestoneman@btinternet.com>
Date: Thu, Feb 16, 2017 at 3:34 PM
Subject: Re: New Houseing
To: thorvertonpc@gmail.com


Hi Alison 
Thank you for your prompt reply .
I have managed to speak to the lettings person from the Cornwall housing who seem to know exactly what is available and when they will be available to bid for . However she did tell me after looking throughly into any necessary criteria that there is no clause section 106 ? on the houses say for instances available to local people only or first. She said basically there is no clause so they are available to anybody any where and no need to have a connection to Thorverton. 
which I thought that was the whole point of the parish councils hard work over the years in introducing more Houseing to the village was for the local residents, to be able stay here even if the can't afford to buy .

Regards 

Rosie Stoneman 
------ Original Message ------
On Thursday, 16 Feb, 2017 at 13:48, alison marshall wrote:
Dear Rosie,

Thank you for your e-mail enquiry.

The only information the Parish Council holds is that anyone interested in securing a home in the new Court Barton Close (Barton Meadows) Development should apply on-line to Devon Home Choice.  I understand that there is an application form to complete on-line which will then allocate points and place the applicant in a list.  Those at the top of the list, as I understand it, would indicate those in greatest need of housing and so would be offered available homes as a priority.  I know that having local ties with the village is one of the requirements of securing a local home. Once registered with Devon Home Choice the applicant can bid for any homes in Devon that become available.

I have looked at the Home Choice website and can confirm that it provides contact details for local Exeter and Tiverton offices and by contacting one of these you would be able to find out more. To help you the website address is www.devonhomechoice.gov.uk the Tiverton e-mail address is devonhomechoice@middevon.gov.uk and the phone number is 01884 255255.           

I hope that this information has been of some help to you.

Kind regards,

Alison
Alison Marshall
Clerk to Thorverton Parish Council
thorvertonpc@gmail.com


Alison Marshall
Clerk to Thorverton Parish Council
thorvertonpc@gmail.com

On Wed, Feb 15, 2017 at 8:32 PM, rosiestoneman <rosiestoneman@btinternet.com> wrote:

Dear Mrs Marshall

Please could you give me the criteria for residents of thorverton being able to benefit from the new housing for local needed people. 
Other than applying  on devon choices.
I can't find the criteria of who actually can qualify for these houses . 
Also who decides on who has   them . 

Regards 
Rosie Stoneman 


