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Additional Information for Tuesday 9th September 2025 
 
 
1      Chair Welcome 
 
 
2   Declarations of Interest  
Cllrs to declare any interests in items on the agenda and any 
changes to their Registers of Interests   
 
 
3      Apologies for absence  
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4      Public Open Session   
15 minutes for members of the public to raise any issue of 
concern,  5 minutes maximum per speaker 
 
 
 
5      Minutes   
To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 
15th July 2025 and 23rd July 2025 
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6 Actions Outstanding from Previous Minutes    
 
6.1  Christmas Trees   -  Cllr Hodge  
6.2  Update of the website to .gov.uk  
6.3  Organising .gov.uk email addresses for clerk and Cllrs 
6.4  Donation of £100 to School Project re Jubilee Green 
6.5  Access to rear of Broadlands bungalows (opp. The Glebe) 
6.6  Dinneford St water trough repairs 
6.7  Hedge outside Old Pound 
6.8  Untaxed vehicle in the Quarry Car Park 
6.9  Tree inspection/survey 
6.10  Change the Parish Council’s bank to Unity Trust 
6.11  Register Dorothy’s Triangle as Parish Council Owned 
6.12  Clerk’s pension arrangements 
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7 Reports 
7.1   County Cllr Steve Keable  
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7.2   District Cllr Rhys Roberts     
  
 
7.3   Saturday Market   
  
8 Council Administration 
8.1  AGAR Challenge  
From the Chair 
During July the Chair and Clerk of the Council met with two 
parishioners who wished to peruse the financial records of the 
Council, in line with the AGAR process.  Although agreeing all 
financial records were correct, one parishioner did not agree with 
the process AGAR had directed the Council to use regarding the 
holding of funds by the Solicitor when purchasing the land for the 
Cemetery.  He felt this was not in line with normal accountancy 
procedures.  Having written to the External AGAR auditor (and 
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having been advised Thorverton PC had followed all procedures to 
the letter) the Parishioner then sought guidance from  PKJ 
Littlejohn, Accountants to the Secretary of Statement 
Department.  This was again upheld in Thorverton PC's favour, 
being advised all Parish, Town and City Councils follow the same 
accountancy regulations   …   the Parishioner [asked] if we would 
like to challenge the Secretary of State's procedures involving the 
AGAR process 
 
 
 
8.2  Retraction of Unfounded Accusation  
Accusation of misappropriation of Council funds 
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8.3  Clerk CiLCA Training 
Email from DALC 

As you may be aware the current CiLCA programme is being 
refreshed and will be available for delivery from the beginning of 
February 2026. We will be delivering the training side of this at DALC 
(myself and Rebecca are trainers). We don’t know the DALC cost 
definitively yet but expect to it to be the same as or near enough, this 
year, which was £300. This included 5x 3 hour training sessions, 
mentoring sessions both during and after the training and support. 
The cost for the qualification itself, which is provided by the SLCC 
(you don’t have to be a member [cost to join £12 + £190/year]), is 
£495 next year. This includes the cost for any referrals on 
assignments (previously learners had to pay individually for each 
referral). From next year the training part will be mandatory for 
learners. 
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8.4  Review of Council Orders and Policies 
DALC Newsletter #16 2025   

 
Updated Standing 
Orders   
 
Updated Financial 
Regulations 
 
Updated Risk 
Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Documents/2025-Thrv-Standing-Orders-Draft.pdf
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Documents/2025-Thrv-Standing-Orders-Draft.pdf
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Documents/2025%20-Financial-regulations-Thrv-Draft.pdf
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Documents/2025%20-Financial-regulations-Thrv-Draft.pdf
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Documents/2025ThrvRiskManagemenPolicy-Draft.pdf
http://www.thorvertonparishcouncil.org.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Documents/2025ThrvRiskManagemenPolicy-Draft.pdf
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8.5  Allocation of Council Roles and Working Groups    
Roles allocated at June 2024 meeting  
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9   Planning and Consultations   
 
9.1  Planning Decisions 
9.1.1  25/00539/HOUSE  
Bell Cottage, Dinneford St   New Porch   REFUSED 
 
9.1.2  25/00983/PNAG  
Lower Stone  Agri building  PRIOR APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED 
 
9.1.3  25/00806/CLU   
Lodge Farm  Extension & garage  CERTIFIED LAWFUL 
 
9.1.4  25/00690/CLU   
Perry Farm  Barn used as dwelling  CERTIFIED LAWFUL  
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9.2 Planning Applications 
9.2.1  25/00951/FULL  Lynch Farm  Agricultural building extension 
     
9.2.2  25/00951/FULL  Lynch Farm  Livestock building extension 
  
 
9.3  Consultations 
9.3.1  MDDC State of the District Debate  Invitation to Event 
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9.3.2  DALC Annual General Meeting  Possible Cllr Attendance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Foster to speak     
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9.3.3  DCC Future of Local Government  Consultation 
 

Survey on DCC Website closes on 14th October 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
10     Projects 
 
10.1  New Cemetery    
 
 
 
 

https://devoncountycouncil.commonplace.is/?utm_source=connect_me_newsletters&utm_medium=external_comms&utm_campaign=LGR_Engagement_2025
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10.1.1    Layout of the new cemetery 
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10.1.2    Rules and Costs for the new cemetery 
 

THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
BURIAL GROUND RULES AND REGULATIONS 2025 
 

1.  All applications for interment must be made to the Clerk of Thorverton Parish 

Council as the Burial Authority from whom the prescribed application form and 

particulars of all fees and charges are available.  All fees must be paid in advance.  

The completed application form together with the Certificate of the Register of Death, 

Coroners Order or Crematorium Certificate must be in the hands of said Clerk before 

any ground can be broken.  Two days’ notice must be given exclusive of Sundays. 

2. All interments shall take place in grave spaces in rotation or otherwise decided by the 

Burial authority. 

3. First interment should be at least 2.5m deep and no coffin should be nearer the 

surface than 1.0m. 

4. No grave which has been purchased shall be opened without the permission of the 

owner or his / her representative and on the production of a deed of grant. 

5. No second interment can be guaranteed in respect of a plot where the exclusive right 

has not been purchased.  
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6. All graves shall be levelled and maintained in a level state after a period of 12 

months.  This shall be the responsibility of the owner of the grave.  

7. Cremated remains may be buried in family graves, or in caskets in the section set 

aside for cremated remains or strewn on the ground in the special area set aside in 

the cemetery.  Caskets or cremated remains which are buried are to be a minimum 

of 0.25m below the ground. 

8. Temporary markers on graves are permitted for a period of 12 months. 

9. Maximum size of headstones 90cm high and 80cm wide.  Headstones and 

memorials to be in natural stone.  No photographs, portraits or pictorial 

representations  are permitted on the headstones or memorials. 

10. All headstones to be fixed to comply with BS 8415.  It is strongly recommended 

that headstones are fixed by masons registered with either the National Association 

of Memorial Masons (NAMM), Register of Qualified Memorial Fixers (RQMF) or 

British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons (BRAMM). 

11. All new headstones should have the correct grave number etched on the reverse 

side preferably on the bottom. 

12. Commemorative tablets no larger than 40cm x 25cm for cremated remains to be 

set flush with the ground. They shall be placed in the area of the cemetery set aside 

for such memorials. 

13. Kerbstones are not permitted. 
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14. A sketch of every headstone or memorial intended to be erected with all 

dimensions marked thereon, and a copy of the inscription intended to be inserted 

must be submitted for the approval of the Burial Authority.  No memorial will be 

allowed to be erected, or inscription inserted, without such approval.  The 

stonemason should not assume automatic approval.    

15. No trees or shrubs to be planted on graves. 

16. No vase for flowers shall be made of glass.  Vases should be incorporated within 

or on the plinth.  No other items are to be placed on the grave which may impede the 

maintenance of the cemetery.  

17. Temporary floral and other tributes placed immediately after interment should be 

removed after 3 weeks.  Artificial flowers which become unsightly must be removed 

at the discretion of the Burial Authority.  Christmas wreaths must be removed before 

the 31st January the following year.   

18.  Removal and replacement of any headstone for further interment must be at the 

cost of the person making the interment.  No headstone can be removed without the 

consent of the Burial Authority. 

19. Whilst every effort will be made to respect items placed on graves the Burial 

Authority will not accept liability for any loss or damage. 

20. All dogs shall remain on leads at all times. 

21. The Burial Authority reserves the right from time to time to make any 

alterations in the foregoing Rules and Regulations.  
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10.1.3    Institute of Cemetery & Crematorium Management 
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10.2  Barliabins Memorial Bench  
Cllr Uglow to speak 
 
 
 
10.3  Replacement postbox in Bullen St 
  
 
 
10.4  Fence at Broadlands 
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10.5  Sheep Dip Wall  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10.6  Mid-Devon Mobility grant   
Cllr Hodge to speak 
 
10.7  Churchyard Maintenance Grant 
Request for £1000  Cllr Hodge to speak 
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 10.8  Litter Bins    
Email from parishioner 
In the quarry car is looking very sad & 
has a rusty bottom, could it be replaced 
please. 
 
NB  Request for bin near Lynch Close 
 
Request to move the bin at the Old 
Rectory across the road to the bus stop  
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10.9  Allotments 
Two recent vacancies and 7 applicants on the waiting list 
 
 
 
11 Recreation Ground          
 11.1  Financial Report  for July and August     
Grass seed £31.97 & Cradle swing seat £143.60 (see 13.2.1 below)    
 
 
 11.2  Basketball Protection for Youth Footballers  
Cllr Price to speak 
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11.3  Thorverton FC Application for Grant for Stopping Nets   
Email from TFC 
I attach a draft application to secure S106 funding to cover the costs 
of netting to protect the home behind the football posts. [£2,750]  
I need written evidence of support of the parish council and district 
councillor. I am writing to the district councillor separately.  
I also need to provide the full title register for the Recreation Ground 
… I tried looking up on Land Registry but was unable to find anything.  
… I need the Parish Council to supply express written permission, as 
landowner, stating their support for the project and their 
confirmation that the land can and will be used for the purpose of the 
project in perpetuity.  
Please can you bring this before the parish council's attention with a 
request for the written permission and details of title register?  
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11.4  Lottery Bid 
  

11.5  Information & No dogs Signs 
 
 11.6  Mower service 
 

11.7  Devon Air Ambulance Landing Lights   
Purchase and fitting of new lamp.  Cllr Price to speak 
 
 
12 Grounds Maintenance Contractor   

Work for the month 
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13 Finance     
  
13.1   Bank balance   £ 58,004.25  (4th September 2025)    
 
13.2   Payments  To consider the following payments:   
13.2.1  Cllr Sims   Reimbt - play equip. spares & seed  £    175.77   
13.2.2  BRN Fitch  Grounds Maintenance  July & Aug     £    480.00 
13.2.3  Savills (UK)    Allotment field rent £      90.00 
13.2.4  Kennford Tarmacadam   Basketball installation   £ 10,556.40    
13.2.5  Thorverton WI  Hire of Hut for Extrdnry Mtg     £       20.00 
13.2.6  DB Fencing  New Cemetery fence        £  4,290.55 
13.2.7  Michael Ayre Reimbnt -   fence materials           £     162.00 
13.2.8  GX Accountancy  Payroll servs inv 6409           £       63.00 
13.2.9  J P Roberts  Clerk pay for July & August            £   1007.92 
 
14    Next Meeting     7:30pm Tuesday 14th October 2025 


