Thorverton Parish Council

Clerk: Mrs A J Marshall
Dinneford House
Dinneford Street
Thorverton
Devon EX5 5NU

Stephen Walford Chief Executive

Mid Devon District Council

Phoenix House

Phoenix Lane

Tiverton

Devon EX16 6PP 20t April 2017

Dear Mr Walford,

Affordable homes for people with local ties at Court Barton Close, Thorverton

| am writing to you on behalf of Thorverton Parish Council regarding the Court Barton Close
development in Thorverton (ref: 14/00537/MFUL and 16/00878/FULL). It has been brought
to the Parish Council’s attention that the S106 Agreement for this site did not include any
provision for people with local ties to be given priority over others in the allocation of
affordable housing.

Planning permission for the development was granted under MDDC Policy DM9 (Residential
Development: cross subsidy of affordable housing on exception sites) and this policy states
that the LPA will consider development “where there is evidence of local need for
affordable housing”. Thorverton Parish Council assisted with two housing surveys to
demonstrate a local need for affordable housing which provided the evidence required for
planning permission to be granted. It is the Parish Council’s view that the development at
Court Barton Close is not acceptable in planning terms as long as the S106 Agreement fails
to give priority to local people in the allocation of affordable housing.

It is understood that currently the three parties to the S106 Agreement (MDDC, Westhaven
Homes and Devon County Council) have come to a mutual verbal agreement to allocate
affordable homes to people with local ties but this is not an acceptable solution: it is not
enforceable and does not secure the arrangement into the future when homes come up for
re-let or re-sale. The Parish Council has also been advised that MDDC is solely responsible
for the S106 omission.
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Whilst not a party to the S106 Agreement Thorverton Parish Council is responsible for
representing the needs of local people and as such requests that:

1) avoluntary deed of amendment is entered into by all parties prior to the first
affordable homes being allocated

2) Thorverton Parish Council is provided with a draft of the proposed deed of
amendment so as to evidence that local needs are sufficiently represented

3) MDDC send a letter to the Parish Council, Westhaven Homes, Devon County Council
and Devon Home Choice, who are dealing with the allocation of homes, confirming
the error, accepting full responsibility for it, explaining how it happened and advising
as to what measures have been put in place so as to avoid the same mistake
happening again.

The Parish Council is aware of many local people who have applied for affordable housing
and who have raised concerns about the current Devon Home Choice advert, which limits
priority to local people by ‘bandings’, meaning that local people are actually extremely
unlikely to secure a home. This is, of course, unacceptable and the Parish Council requests
that this issue be looked into as a matter of urgency and to avoid any further action being
considered necessary.

It is important, as the first affordable homes are to be allocated imminently, that the above
points are actioned prior to the beginning of May 2017 and that the Parish Council is made
aware by 3" May 2017, being the date of the Thorverton Annual Parish Meeting, of how
Mid Devon District Council is to correct the matter.

| look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Alison Marshall
Clerk to Thorverton Parish Council
tel. 01392 861228 e-mail. thorvertonpc@gmail.com

Copied to: Devon County Council, Westhaven Homes, Devon Home Choice, D/ClIr Deed.
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