C
I— Devon 10t October 2017
E Campaign to Protect Rural England
B www.cpredevon.org.uk

Dear Thorverton Parish Council

Re: CPRE DEVON & THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL WORKING TOGETHER

I am writing to introduce CPRE Devon to Thorverton Parish Council and we would be very grateful if the Parish
Council would consider joining CPRE. In recent years, CPRE Devon has gone from strength to strength, and is
now a well-recognised campaigning and support organisation helping to protect and enhance, where appropriate,
Devon’s beautiful countryside and green spaces.

We are an independent environmental charity receiving no funding other than membership fees, donations and
legacies. With support of much-valued members, we can do more and be more effective.

Benefits of membership to town and parish councils include:-

e Access to an experienced planning expert
Free copies of our well received newsletters, magazines, guidance notes and advisory documents
Invitations to events and seminars on a variety of relevant subjects throughout the county (ie planning,
new housing, anaerobic digestion, energy, accessing the countryside, local food and farming,
neighbourhood plans)

e  Access to both local and national media to raise awareness of specific local issues and campaigns

e  Assistance with Neighbourhood Plans etc

| am sure you are familiar with our anti-litter campaigns and our annual competitions for primary school children
and communities alike. You may not be so aware of us being a consultee on planning issues. We are also delighted
1o be frequently invited to speak at local meetings, and we provide expert help and advice to our members.

- We know that our communities often feel the planning process is top-down, and that they struggle to influence
planning decisions, particularly at a strategic level. A Neighbourhood Plan can articulate clearly what the
community wants and needs in terms of development, and how and where it might like to see those needs met;
what is special about the local landscape and how to influence planning decisions to protect and enhance those
special qualities.

To this end, we are providing a hands-on guide (enclosed with this letter) on how to develop a Neighbourhood plan
— ‘What's Special to You — Landscape issues in your Neighbourhood Plan’, building on the great work
undertaken by our local town and parish councils and councillors.

Finally, analysing planning applications for new housing developments now takes up much of our time and resource
but, worryingly, we repeatedly see little evidence of the ‘joined up’ thinking we would like to encourage. With the
rush to cover our green spaces with quick to build housing developments, it appears that insufficient consideration
is given to other necessary infrastructure to make these developments properly sustainable as communities.

Please take a few minutes to view our video explaining our story — who we are and what we do. I's on the home
page of our website — www.cpredevon.org.uk, where you will also find a wealth of information.

All this resource and work is undertaken by a very dedicated team and we would very much like to welcome you
as members. Annual membership currently is only £36, and we would very much welcome your support. Please
do take a look at the examples of our literature enclosed, which | hope will be of interest. We work particularly well
in support of local town and parish councils, and given our wealth of experience and expertise do hope that you
will join CPRE, so that we can work together. In this regard, | enclose a membership form. If you have any queries,
or require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me,

Kind regards

PO Box 26, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5XN. Tel: 01392 966737. Email: director@cpredevon.org.uk

The Campaign to Protect Rural England exists to promote the beauty, tranquility and diversity of rural England
by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country.
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